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The Eagle Natere Trail,
which has depended entirely
on donations in terms of sup-
plies, equipment and map-
power the past four years,
recently got 4 boost as it was
chosen 10 receive an excel-
Jence award.

The trail connects Eagle
Elementary School and the
Alice Baker Library. The
2014 Virginia Kline Award
for Bxcellence in Communi-
ty-Based Restoration is ad-
ministered through the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madi-
son Arboretum and the Aldo
Leopold Foundation.
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Mary Jenks gets ready 1o lead a guided walk on the
Eagle Nature Trail July 13; the walk included face paint-
ing and coloring pages feaiuring native ptants found.on
the trail. A somewhat commen site on the trail is the
menarch, showh on a hlazing star.

In the application for the
award, trail coordinator Tean
‘Weedman explained that one
of the goals in crealing the
trail was to “connect the two
institutions of learning.” As
a group of local citizens in-
vestigated 1he approximate
g-acre piece of land behind
the Eagle Municipal Build-
ing, many native plants were
discovered, “struggling be-
neath 70 years of untended
growth" as farming on por-
tions of the land had ceased
in the 1940s.

Continuing in the letter,
Weedman wrote about the
people, organizations and
businesses that have made
the trail what it has grown
inte, including committee
members pursuing grants and
business support, donations
from Citizen’s Bank of Muk-
wonago and Chase Bank and
the donation of materials and
grading for the footpath from
a local law firm.

“The building of the
boardwnlk to the pond and
the creation of an ocutdoor
amphitheater for class ac-
tivities wereé accomplished
with a $7,000 materials grant
from the Home Depot Foun-
dalion,” Weedman wrote, ex-
plaining that 45 Home Depot
employees voluntesred for
the construction preject:

Denations of seeds for the
1-plus acre prairie came from
Agrecol and Prairiz Nursery
while donations of time and
heavy equipment for the ini-
tial clearing came from 1wo

‘local businesses.

“Another important part of
the teail’s mission is 1o edo-
cate the public on issues, like
native plants, prairie ecosys-
tems, pond habitat, native
woodlands and controlling
invasives,” Weedman wrote.

To assist with the removal
of invasives Weedman said
members of the communi-
ty has helped with training
and workdays, including
volunteers from the Eagle
Liens Club, members of the
Eagle Village Board and the
Friends of the Mukwonago
River,

On the education side of
things, Weednian explained
in the award application that
the trail committee has of-
fered toors for citizens, fea-
turing experts who discussed
tree types and identifying
plants.

And the involvement “of
youth from the greater com-
munity has been a big part
of the trail’'s growth the past
four years.

Eagle Nature Trail wins excellence award
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A monarch rests on the foliage at the Eagle Nature Trafl. The trall, which reiies
solsly an donations and volunteers, recently won an excellence award. A guided walk
held July 13 celebrated the award as well as the improvements on the trail sincs its

inception in 2010.

“Student  groups  have
helped in removing invasive
plants like garlic mustard and
knapweed from the wood-
land and prairic sreas. The
local Boy Scout troop, sever-

-al elementary classes and the
Palmyra-Eagle High Scheol

National Honor Society have
all helped m the summers,”
Weedman wrote.

She also mentioned help
that has come from field
study students al the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee and AmeriCorps teams
through a connection with
The Nature Conservancy.

“In 2013 alone, we have
logged over 530 volunteer
hours at the trail,” Weedman
wrote,

Due to 45 percent of the
households in Eagle having
children, Weedman said the
trail committee belicves in
the importance of providing
various education projects
for local children. To that
end, there have beexd discus-
sions at Fagle Elementary
School about native plants,
a variety of Barth Day proj-
ecls, a seed collecting day, an
annual milkweed pod throw
— including a lesson on the

monarch butterfly life cycle
and migration.

“The Eagle Nature Trail's
activities have been benefi-
cia! for our small community,
bringing people from differ-
ent backgrounds together
for a common local achieve-
ment,” Weedman said.

The trail was registered

cas a Monarch Waystation
in 2013 by MonarchWatch.
org ang also became a Certi-
fied Wildlife Habitat area as
recognized by the National
Wildlife Federation, Weed-
man explained.

“Our goals of education
and engagément will contin-
ue to guide ns. We intend to
continue our work om con-
trolling invasives with a goal
to get the trail to the point -
once existing populations of
invasives are gone — where
annual maintenance could
great mew manifestations.”
Weedman said in the Jetter.

“We hope that citizens will
continue to walk the Eagle
Nature Trail and enjoy the
work thal we are accomplish-
ing together,” she sald.

The $2,000 cash prize and
engraved plague for the 2014
Virigina Kline Award for Ex-

celience will be presented to
representatives of the Eagle
Nature Trail -at the Leopold
Restoration  Award  dinner
Oct. 9.

A Trail Walk was held at
the Eagle Nature Trail July
13, in part to celebrate the
award. In addition to guides
describing the work being
done on the prairie, wood-
land and pond areas as well
as peinting out the Wiscensin
native fiowers in bloom, the
gvent included face painting
and special coloring pages
featuring native fiowers.

“We are happy that the
trail plantings are finally no-
ticeable enough to be enjoyed
by people. Clearly the plants
are already bewng enjoyed by
wildlife,” Weedman said.

The trail is open daily to
the public during daylight
hours. There is parking at
cither end of the trail — Ea-
gle Elementary School and
behind the Eagle Municipal
Building — and Aldo Leopold
benches (named for Wiscon-
sin  natoralist, 1887-1948)
have been placed along the
way, making a walk on the
wrail easy for all ages and
abilities.




